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My GTO 
Parts Search Leads To Another Project 
By Terry Schott 

As most of you know when you get in the car hobby, sometimes a 
small project turns in other directions and pretty soon you’ve done a lot 
more to your car than you ever dreamed you would.  I got my 1967 red 
GTO in May of 1989 and it was in need of a new engine as well as minor 
body work and a fresh paint job.  In December, 1990, I removed the engine 
and started to look for better trim pieces and other much needed parts.  Back 
then there wasn’t near the amount of reproduction parts available for GTO’s 
as there are today.   

 
In the process of looking for parts in June of 1991, I was talking to a 

co-worker (big Chevy 409 guy) and he told me of a wrecked GTO at a junk-
yard in Richwoods, MO.  I knew I had to check it out.  The next weekend I 
ran by the place.  No one actually worked there any given hours, so I could 
only see it from a distance.  The following week I talked to one of our me-
chanics at work that lived in Richwoods, and he got me a phone number of 
the guy who ran the junkyard.   

 
A week later, I was back there again and this time I got to see the 
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car.  The car was a ‘67 GTO that had been wrecked in front, had no motor, and was missing all 
the stainless steel trim and rocker moldings.  (Those were the moldings that I was really looking 
for.)  I asked the man what had happened to them.  He told me they were pretty nice so he had 
taken them off and had them at home.  You see…he had another ‘67 GTO, a little rough he 
said, and he wanted to sell it and all the spare parts off of this one, together.  He said he lived in 
Ware, MO, a few miles from there.  I asked him if we could go look now, but he said he’d have 
to drag the car out to where we could see it better.  He called me the next week and said that he 
had the car running, but it was still stuck in the mud.  I decided to make the trip again.  The first 
mistake was probably going to look at this car.  But the bigger mistake was taking my wife 
along.   

 
We drove about an hour to get there, and when we pulled up I saw it.  It was a dark blue 

‘67 GTO hardtop and it wasn’t too beat up.  It had weathered a lot and had more surface-type 
rust.  It had a couple flat tires and was stuck in the mud created by a leaking drain field from the 
septic system of their house.  The trunk was stacked full of parts and junk, but around that you 
could see rust holes through to the ground.  The interior was stacked up with the loose seats and 
other junk.  It had a ’67, 400, 2 bbl motor (not a GTO motor) and was an automatic transmis-
sion.  It did run halfway decent.  When I opened the passenger door to lean in and look around, 
I found an active wasp nest by the door hinge the size of a baseball.  I closed the door pretty 
quickly!  I wasn’t too impressed by what I had seen.  Then we went to his garage.  There were 
my stainless steel rockers, not perfect, put plenty good enough to use if I polished them.  He 
also had a 4 speed Muncie transmission with factory linkage out of the junkyard car, as well as 
many other parts and pieces.  I knew I needed a bunch of this stuff, so I told him I’d think about 
it and let him know.  As soon as we got in my truck to leave Gail immediately told me, “YOU 
ARE NOT SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING BUYING THAT JUNK!?”  I told her I was still 
thinking about it. 

 
I started adding up the cost of the big items he had, plus the parts car, and decided it 

wasn’t too bad of a deal.  I needed the 4 speed and the linkage to replace the 3 speed that was in 
my red car and I definitely 
needed the rockers.  As a bonus 
it was a ’67 GTO and the car 
came with all the stuff I needed!  
After the hour ride back home, 
Gail just shook her head and 
conceded.   
 
I called him back and told him 
to air up the tires and drag it out 
of the septic fields to a spot 
where I could load it up.  So on 
July 10, of 1991, I was a proud 
owner of a ’67 GTO parts car. 
 
The car sat until early 1992 
while I built the motor for my 

GTO of the Month 
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red ’67.  I got the red car running that 
summer and in November of 1992 I 
started stripping out the ’67 blue.  I 
pulled out the old motor and transmis-
sion and stripped out the front fenders.  
It was a good winter project. 

 
In the spring of ’93, I pulled 

the high compression motor out of the 
red car and hauled the body to be 
worked on and painted.  I had decided 
to build a 9 to 1 lower compression 
motor for the red car to run on pre-
mium unleaded pump gas.  Since I had 
the high compression motor available I 
figured it was a good time to patch up “blue” and reuse the motor in it.   

 
In late ‘93, I pulled the windshield 
out and did a lot of patching of 
rusted metal in the windshield 
channel area.  The rear window 
area needed a lot of repairs as well.  
I’m no body man, but I got both 
ends repaired with quite a bit of 
help from my friend, Leroy Brune.  
All of the new metal was primed, 
but I just used canned blue spray 
paint, because I knew I’d have to 
paint the car down the road.  It 
wasn’t pretty, but it was all blue.  I 
cut and installed a Lexan wind-
shield and rear window in the car 
to save weight and cost of a new 
windshield. 

 
The floor of the trunk was rusted out as well.  Since I was into it this far, I replaced the 

body bushings in that area and then replaced most of 
the trunk floor pan, leaving just enough room to allow 
for a 10 gallon fuel cell instead of the original gas 
tank.  By January of 1994, most all of that work was 
done.  While it was apart, I replaced the front and 
lower control arm bushings and ball joints. I redid the 
brakes as well.  

 
By April of ’94, I installed the high compres-

sion motor out of my red car.  I also found a used 4 

GTO of the Month 
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speed Tremac (top loader Ford) 
transmission.  Since some of the 
gears needed replacing anyway, I 
sent them to Liberty Gear and had 
pro-shift rings welded onto them.  
They take the damaged slider and 
main shaft gear and weld on a hard-
ened steel part in its place.  These 
parts have about a third of the teeth 
of the standard stock gear.  This al-
lows for a lot better shifting.  In May 
the transmission was assembled and 
in the car, and by July the car was 
running. 
 
In October of ’94, I raced the car in a 

Gateway GTO drag event against the Corvette Club at MAR in Wentzville.  I got beat because I 
broke out, but the car did run a 13.49, so I was pretty happy.  I was running street slicks on 
Rally II wheels and traction was always a problem. 

 
In ’95, I cut out the rear fender wells to allow for some 10” Mickey Thompson slicks.  It 

definitely helped my times.  Later in the year when I went to the track, my times were 12.60’s 
to 12.80’s.  I continued to run the car whenever I got a chance and with a few more tweaks, and 
by October of ’96, I ran my best time of 12.12 at 111 mph.  I had been running the car at MAR 
in Wentzville and since the car had started running faster, they wanted me to at least put a roll 
bar in it.  In 1998 in preparation for the roll bar, I replaced the rest of the body mounts.   

 
1999 brought about the installation of the 8 point Alston roll cage.  With a LOT of help 

from my friend Rick Austerschmidt, we installed the roll cage.  The car was now much more 
solid and the tech guys at MAR 
were happy.  With the increased 
weight of the roll cage, my 
times went back up to between 
12.60’s and 12.70’s.  I liked it 
better when it was lighter and 
faster. 

 
Since most of the cut-

ting and grinding was done, it 
was time for a little better paint 
job.  In 2000 we started strip-
ping off the paint.  Leroy and I 
had hopes of doing it ourselves.  
Once we got thru the paint…it 
was ugly.  We made the deci-
sion to enlist the help of 
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Leroy’s son-in-law, a 
professional body man.  
In his spare time over 
the next couple of 
years, we replaced and 
patched sheet metal and 
got it in primer.  Octo-
ber of 2002 it was 
painted Atoll Blue, a 
favorite color of mine 
from the 1970 GTO’s. 
 
In August of 2003, I 
finally got back to the 
race track.  We made 
several trips to Benton, 
IL with it, and aside 
from destroying the 12-
bolt rear end, and 

breaking shifter rail arms, we’ve had a lot of fun with it.  It now has a Danny Miller 9” Ford 
rear end, 4.57 gears, spool, and 31 spline axles.   

 
Now that everything is complete… the slicks are too old to run, and my safety belts are 

outdated.  It’s always something… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the writing of this article, my dad 

passed away.  Going through photos for his service, 
I came upon this picture of him helping me bleed 
the brakes on the 67 Blue....I forgot to thank my 
biggest help and the one who influenced me the 
most.   

 
Thanks  Dad. 
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The Presidents Scoop 
By Kerry Friedman 

 
It has been a good run, my Presidency for the last 4 years. I am very Proud to have 

held this position and represent all of you at local Car Shows, and National GTO Conven-
tions. And of course, the Main Event, was… Our National Convention last summer in Spring-
field. Although most of us didn’t get to go on any of the tours or cruises that we would nor-
mally participate in, I think we all had a very fulfilling time based on the comments and 
thanks we got. We spent three years on this event, and the last two of those years were filled 
working on the Convention. 

What is in store for the future of Gateway GTO, well I see it as at least one year, 2018 
with lots of Cruises, tours, and events just to have Fun! So, help our new Officers and dream 
up so fun and interesting ideas for events to have all this fun at. 

There is at least one that may be a “Bucket List” trip. Cruising Route 66 in a real Mus-
cle Car. I am seriously considering taking the ride, but that means I have some very important 
repairs to the ’69 that need to be made before undertaking such a cruise. 1st I need to resolve 
my oil leak. Do I pull the engine and replace the main rear seal? Or do I pull the engine and 
send it out to see what I could do to it to make it better? It has been over at least 14 or 15 
years since it was rebuilt. I have frame issues and I’m not sure exactly what hold the body to 
the frame. When I bought the car, I know the radiator support was welded to the frame, so that 
helped keep things together. That was resolved and put back the correct way when the car was 
repainted. Why didn’t I go all the way then? Is it just four more bolts to get the body off? 

Now if I’m going to do any of this work myself, I must get all healed and strong from 
my recent broken elbow. We shall see. Since the trip is in the fall, air conditioning may not be 
necessary. 

Presidents Scoop 
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Getting back to gateway GTO, I joined shortly after I bought the car. I don’t remember 
how I found out about the Club, or why I joined. It may have been at one of my first car shows 
at Manchester United Methodist Church, were I met John and Linda Kehrein. They also had a 
GTO that was painted with Ford Electric Current Red paint. That was one of those strange coin-
cidences. And after joining, it wasn’t long before we started planning the 2005 Convention. We 
had all our meetings at the then Holiday Inn near Westport. That too was a great experience and 
a memory that I won’t forget. 

The best acquisition that I have gotten from owning a GTO and belonging to the Gate-
way GTO Association is the many true friends that I have made. With over 90 members, plus 
wives, associates, children and grand children, the Club is still growing. We are a real family 
that is always there to help each other. A rare sight at a Gateway event would be a broke-down 
car with nobody there to help you. From my experiences and seeing with my own eyes, help 
comes from everyone and out of the woodwork. When I had a ramp fall off the trailer and the 
GTO was pretty much just hanging there, 

I hadn’t done anything and before I knew it, the car was on the trailer. When one of us 
broke down on the highway, as soon as a member passed in his trailer, he unloaded it and towed 
the sick car to St. Louis. 

 Even though I am retiring from the Presidency, you can be sure, that I will be 
around for as long as I am able. Thank you all for everything you do. 

 Our next Chapter meeting, the 1st of 2018 is on February 1, at the Sport’s Café. 
See you there. 

 

Presidents Scoop 
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Meeting Minutes 

Minutes for 11/2/17 
 

7:02 – Meeting Start – Possible new member 
Ed Bird was in attendance to check out the 
club. We played a video that Elliot Cytron 
brought in about the Wheels in Motion car 
show. 

7:22 – Steve Paul gave a presentation about 
auto appraisal with his company “Test Drive 
Technologies”.  His normal price for a regular 
appraisal is $350 but Gateway GTO members 
will get a discount rate of $300. 

7:43 – Old Business – Kerry Friedman read a 
letter from Tim Dye thanking us for all of the 
work we put into the GTOAA Regional event 
in Pontiac, IL. 

Jon Havens talked a bit about the Missouri 
Baptist car show. He said that the turnout was 
a little low, but they made more money than 
last year. 

Kerry Friedman talked about the Knights of 
Columbus show in Columbia, IL. 

7:46 – New Business – The final nominations 
for club officers are: 

President – Terry Schott 

MO Vice President – Chris Winslow and Mark 
Melrose 

IL Vice President – Dan Jackson 

Treasurer – Will Bowers 

Secretary – Brian O’Sullivan 

Chapter Rep – Frank Chapman 

Ballots will be in the November newsletter and 
the new officers will be announced at the 
Christmas Party. 

7:48 - Upcoming events – 

11/12 – Montelle Winery Cruise. Meet at Fran-
cis Howell High School at 10:30AM. 

12/2 – Gateway GTO Christmas Party at 
Hawkin House in Webster Groves, MO. $15 
per person and $25 per couple. 

January 2018 – Pizza Party, date and location 
to be announced. 

6/26-6/30 – 2018 GTOAA Nationals in Valley 
Forge, PA. 

September 2018 – Route 66 Cruise from 
Pontiac, IL. 

7:53 – GTOAA – No updates 

Earl Lewis brought in some Hagerty pricing 
guides that show that the GTOs are doing quite 
well price wise. 

Chris Winslow presented a gift to Kerry Fried-
man. It was a framed picture from the Nation-
als this year. 

7:57 – Tech – Jeff Bond brought in and talked 
about a broken shifter assembly from his 2006 
GTO. 

7:58 – Club Personals – Kerry Friedman 
brought in an X-Ray of all the metal in his el-
bow which he broke falling off of a ladder. 

New member Tom Kelpe’s wife Lisa passed 
away from a car accident. The club’s thoughts 
are with him and his family. 

8:03 – Motion to adjourn by Jeff Bond, sec-
onded by Mark Melrose. 

At his last meeting as President, Kerry Fried-
man won the 50/50 of $25. Thanks for all of 
the hard work Kerry! 

The next regular club business meeting will be 
on Thursday, February 1, at the Sports Café. 
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Pontiac Oakland Museum 

GATEWAY GTO SUPPORT OF THE PONTIAC  
OAKLAND AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM 

 
Gateway GTO with support from the Heart of Illinois GTO Club and 
the Windy City GTO’s once again hosted a successful fund raiser at the 
Pontiac Oakland Automobile Museum in September.   
 
The event raised a total of $3590 this year. 
 
Pictured above is the presentation of the check to the Museum.  From 
left to right are:  Ken Braun of the Windy City GTO’s, Pontiac Illinois 
Mayor Bob Russell, Tom Oxler of Gateway GTO Association, Museum 
Curator Tim Dye, and Tom Raufer of Heart of Illinios GTO Club   
 
The letter from the Museum thanking the clubs for their support is 
shown on the next page. 
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Pontiac Oakland Museum 
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Calling all owners of 1968 GTO’s! 
 

In 2018, in celebration of: 
50th Anniversary of the 1968 GTO 

 
The Hoodscoop will be featuring Car of the Month articles on the 

anniversary year 
 

If you own one of these special cars, please get to work on your arti-
cle(s) and get them to Chris Winslow 

 

Year Of The 8’s 
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Still looking for a 2005 Automatic Car - All other slots have been filled 
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To access form from  GatewayGTO.com, click below 
 http://www.gatewaygto.org/clubpoints.html 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/clubpoints.html�
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 2017 GATEWAY GTO 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

November 
12– Gateway GTO Wine Cruise at Montelle Winerey in Augusta (CLUB SPONSORED).  Meet at 

Francis Howell High School, 7001 South Highway 94 at 10:30am 
 
December 

2 - Gateway GTO Christmas Party at Hawken House (CLUB SPONSORED).  Details to follow. 
 
 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 
 

 
Tires for Sale 
 
4 Michelin SUV tires size 245/60R18.  Best reasonable offer accepted.  Contact Joe May-
weather at  314-741-6245 
 
 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/�
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Sales: 888-672-2855  
Service: 888-672-2856  

Parts: 888-672-2855 

Gateway Buick GMC serving 
the St. Louis area 

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

820 James S. McDonnell Blvd 
Hazelwood MO 63042 

www.stlouisbuickgmc.com 

http://www.stlouisbuickgmc.com�
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CAR 

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business 
1309 Caulks Hill Rd 
St. Charles, MO 63304 
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932 
Fax: 636-441-2482 

elewis@farmersagent.com 

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers 
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/ 

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years. 
Service and advice is his #1 priority. 

Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home. 

LIFE 

HOME 

BUSINESS 

126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 
 

Jon F. Havens 
Mary Ann Havens 
Owners 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 
 

 
 
Jonathan Havens 

mailto:elewis@farmersagent.com�
http://www.farmersagent.com/elewis/�
mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net�
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Kerry Friedman Terry Schott 
11580 State Road WW 18903 Saint Albans Road 
Dittmer, MO 63023 Glencoe, MO 63038 
573-678-2353 636-273-6313 
kerry63031@yahoo.com tschott@kelpe.com 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Frank Chapman  Will Bowers  
10120 Hickory Lane  #1 Goshen Woods  
Bartelso, IL 62218  Edwardsville IL. 62025      
618-523-4636  618-791-3110 
cchapman7328@att.net  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Steve Hedrick  
10537 St. Phillip Lane 3676 Morgan Way  
St. Anne, MO 63074  Imperial MO 63152      
314-2257240 636-942-4020  
bosullivan@hunter.com sthedrick@aol.com  
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Terrie Oxler Marty Howard  
450 Muirfield Dr.  7 Newcastle CT  
St. Charles MO 63304  St. Charles MO 63301      
636-928-5548  636-724-8641  
toxler@prodigy.net  nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Sports Café 3579 
Pennridge Dr, Bridgeton, MO 63044 

Membership dues are $35.00 per year and all renewals 
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are al-
lowed to have one associate member.  

Club Sponsor 

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the 
GTO Association of America 

The Gateway GTO Association 
 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:kerry63023@yahoo.com�
mailto:tschott@kelpe.com�
mailto:cchapman7328@att.net�
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com�
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com�
mailto:sthedrick@aol.com�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
mailto:nycgto@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:bob@blattels.com�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
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644 Emge Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


	The Presidents Scoop

	By Kerry Friedman

	2017 GATEWAY GTO

	CALENDAR OF EVENTS

	Gateway Buick GMC serving the St. Louis area

	Over 40 Years of Experience


